
loosely phrased, and will give rise to much misunderstanding
and litigation. What, for instance, is the "style or manner of
a proprietary medicine" package? Are phenacetin, antipyrin
and the myriad other German chemicals subject to tax? It is
true they are vended "under letters patent and trade mark,"
but the Bpecial proviso in Section 20 declares that "no stamp
tax shall be imposed upon any uncompounded medicinal drug
or chemical." These German chemicals are "uncompounded"
and, it would seem, therefore are made the subjects of specific
exemption. Should the internal revenue office so rule and
these products of all others escape taxation, the tide of protest
would indeed be loud and deep. The law took effect July 1.
By special provision, goods in retailers' stock on that date will
not be subject to tax, but will require stamps only as they are
actually sold. . . . No reason can be given for taxing non-
secret medicines which does not equally apply to non-secret
foods and other merchandise. No reason can be given for tax¬
ing non-proprietary medicines that does not as forcibly apply
to other non-proprietary products. Why then this discrimina¬
tion against druggists' merchandise and the drug store? . . .

Many reputable manufacturers are carefully canvassing the sit¬
uation with a view to bearing their fair share of these war
taxes. The profit margin in numerous products is too small to
justify the retention of present prices. The intelligent phar¬
macist will know how and when to discriminate between a

justifiable and reasonable advance and an arbitrary and extor¬
tionate demand for further tribute. In the former class are
few products adapted for manufacture in the retailer's labora¬
tory; it is in the latter class where the injustice will quite
invariably be found and where the remedy is at hand.—West¬
ern Druggist.

Wax In the Tubercle Bacillus.—Aronson has been experimenting
with large quantities of bacilli grown on glycerin bouillon and
also on Proskauer's mineral medium. He found that treating
300 grams of the bacilli with ether and alcohol resulted in
securing a brown tenacious substance, representing about one-
fourth of the original mass, assumed by Klebs and others to
be fat. Closer chemic analysis, however, has proven that this
substance only contains 17 per cent, of free fatty acids, while
the rest is true wax, which stains with carbol-fuchsin. The wax
is also found in diphtheria bacilli, but not more than 3 to 5 per
cent, of the total bulk, and it it not affected by the fuchsin in
the same way. After the wax is extracted from the tubercle
bacilli, if they are treated with 1 to 50 sodium, and compressed
at a temperature of 130 degrees C. according to Behring's
method, a very powerful toxin results. It can also be obtained
without the heating, but in smaller amounts.—Berlin med.
Gesellsch., Session of May 11.

Colleges.
Hamline University, Minnesota, graduated a class of

twelve from the medical department June 9.-The graduat¬
ing class of Harvey Medical College, Chicago, at the annual
commencement held June 15 numbered eighteen.-At the
annual commencement of the University College of Medicine,
Virginia, there were forty-nine graduates in medicine.-Be¬
ginning with the next school year the Medical College of
Niagara University will be consolidated with that of the Uni¬
versity of Buffalo, N. Y.

Hospitals.
The Jamaica Emergency Hospital Association, New York

City, dedicated the new hospital building on June 18.-The
Lackawanna (Pa. ) Hospital has received $950 from the estate
of William T. Smith.-The new wing of the Cook County
Hospital, Chicago, a three-story brick structure was opened
for use June 20.

Philadelphia.
Philadelphia Hospital Overcrowded.—From time to time

it has been suggested that it would be best to separate the
almshouse from the hospital department of this institution,
but up to the present time nothing has been done and the pa¬
tients keep the managers busy providing the necessary room.
The Mayor of the city has suggested consolidation of all the
poor districts in the county of Philadelphia and placing them
under the care of the Department of Charities and Correction.
Further, that while the almshouse is at present overcrowded
some of the district poorhouses in the suburban sections of the
city have comparatively few inmates and therefore could be
used to advantage in caring for some of the patients now at
Blockley. It seems that the insane department is most pressed
for room and that while 1050 cases are being cared for, the
facilities are entirely insufficient. Since all of the State insti¬
tutions are taxed to their utmost with these unfortunates, they
can not be removed from this city and the question regarding
their final disposition is still an open one.

Ptomain Poisoning.—In previous issue of the Journal,
notice has been taken of several cases occurring in Philadel¬
phia. During the week just passed two households consistingof nine persons have also been poisoned in this manner. The
first cases resulted from eating pork, the second from oysters,and it is now recorded that ham is responsible for the illness
of these latter cases. In the early part of the week these all par¬
took of boneless ham which seemed fresh, but within a few
hours all became ill and suffered with intense pains in the ab¬
dominal region and accompanied by nausea and vomiting. A
physician called in pronounced it ptomain poisoning. A day
or two later another family bought ham from the same grocer
and after the two elder sons had eaten of it for lunch they were
shortly afterward likewise afflicted. The following morningtwo daughters and a younger son ate of the ham and were shortly
afterward seized with similar symptoms. The attending phy¬
sician pronounced the cases ptomain poisoning. All the cases
terminated favorably.

Bad Water.—After weary months of incessant toil, after
constant vigilance by the physicians of Philadelphia and after
the worst epidemic of typhoid fever possibly ever known here
the City council has been forced to pass the "Loan Bill" which
was voted by the people a year or two ago. Much praise should
be given to those who entered personally into the fight and
brought to light the underhand dickerings of the councilmen.
Dr. William Pepper and Dr. John K. Mitchell were among the
most earnest workers along this line. Of the $11,200,000 which
will now be expended in greater Philadelphia, several million
dollars will be spent in erecting and maintaining a proper fil¬
tration system. It is also gratifying to know that a large por¬tion of this amount will be spent in the equipment of a large
museum and also that the condition of the health of the peoplewill be further improved by the construction of better streets
and sewage systems.

For Free Cuba.—In the death of Dr. John Blair Gibbs, who
fell at his post of duty in Guantanamo, the University of
Pennsylvania loses a worthy son and the United States Army
a valuable assistant. Dr. Gibbs was graduated at the head of
his class in this institution in 1881, and for several years made
this city his home. Some time afterward he moved to New
York and entered the Bellevue Hospital, serving on the resi¬
dent staff. Subsequently he matriculated at the College ofPhysicians and Surgeons,  . Y., and was graduated in 1882.
When the first call to arms wae sounded he responded and is
the first army surgeon to sacrifice his life for free Cuba.

Weather in Philadelphia.—There were three deaths and
four prostrations as the result of the intense heat for the week
ending July 18. In several cases the patient had suffered with
heart trouble and the effects of the heat acted more remotely.Later the weather has become more pleasant and enteritis and
cholera infantum has not' been manifested to a very greatdegree.  _

THE PUBLIC SERVICE.
Appointments. Assignments, etc., of Medical Officers.—

To the 1st Corps at Chickamauga, Ga. : Capt. Henry P. BirminghamU. S. A. To the 2d Corps at Camp Alger. Falls Church, Va., as brigade'
surgeons : . Major Wm. H. Devine, U. S. Vols., to report to Major Gen¬eral Graham, brigade not specified; Major Peter D. MeNaughton, U S
Vols., to report to General Duflield ; Major George W. Crille, U. S. Vois
to the 2d brigade, 1st division. To the 3d Corps at Chickamauga, Ga

'

Capt. Eugene L. Swift, U. S. A. To the 4th Corps, General J. J. Coppin-
ger, at Tampa, Fla.: Major W. Fltzhugh Carter and Capt. P.  EganU.S. A. To the 7th Corps, General Fitzhugh Lee, at Tampa, Fla. : MajorGeo. T. Vaughau, U. S. Vols., brigade surgeon, and Capt. Jefferson E
Kean.U. S. A. To the Philippine expedition: Lieutenant Franklin M
Kemp, U. S.  .; Acting Asst. Surgeons C. F. de Mey from Louisville'
Ky., and A. E. Halstead from Chicago, 111. To the Leiter Hospital·Major John W. Bayne, Ü. S. Vols., brigade surgeon, and Acting Asst'
Surgeon Edwin P. Hayward. To the general hospital at Ft. McPherson
Atlanta, Ga. : Capt. Chas.  .  . Flagg, U.S.A.; the ordejr sending Capt'R. S. Woodson, U. S.  .. to this hospital was revoked. To the hospitaltrain under Major Charles Prichard, U.S.A.: Capt.  . E. Stiles, USAFrom the hospital ship Belief to Ft. Slocum,  . Y. : Acting Asst Sur¬
geon Thomas A. Smith. From Washington Bks., D. C, to San FranciscoCal., accompanying a battalion of artillery: Acting Asst. Surgeon s'Melville Waterhouse, returning thereafter to his station.

Resignation.—Major G. Frank Lydston, 2d Illinois Vol. Infantry.Nominations.—1st Vol. Infantry : Wm. F. Starley of Texas as Sur¬
geon and Henry A. Ingalls of Texas as Asst. Surgeon. 8d Vol. Infantry ·

James A. Toole of Georgia, as Asst. Surgeon, ftth Vol. Infantry : James
Mitchell of Pennsylvania and Joseph T. Scott of Louisiana, as Asst
Surgeons. 10th Vol. Infantry : Thomas McCormick Lippitt of Virginia,'
as Asst. Surgeon.

Nominations confirmed—Dr. Edward Martin of Pennsylvania and DrErnest Taylor Tappey of Michigan, to be brigade surgeons with the rankof Major. Wm. F. Starley of Texas to be Surgeon, Heny A. Ingalls of
Texas and James Greenup Boyd of Texas, to he Asst. Surgeons of the 1st
Eegiment of Volunteer Infantry. Joseph A. Guinn of Georgia, to be
Asst. Surgeon of the 3d Eegiment. Frank P. Bobinson of Tennessee, tobe Surgeon of the 6th Eegiment. John F. Dunshire of Louisiana, to beAsst. Surgeon of the iith Regiment; and George N. Stoney of Georgiaand John C. Dysart of Texas, to be Asst. Surgeons of the 10th Eegiment
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An Inspection of the Army Medical Department in tlie
Field.—Colonel Charles R. Greenleaf, chief surgeon of the army in the
:field, has recently returned to headquarters in Washington, D. C, from
an inspection of the medical department in the camps at Chickamauga,
 Ga., and other points. He expresses himself as well satisfied with the
progress made under the many difficulties with which chief surgeons had
to contend. He found the health of the troops to be remarkably good,
the aggregate percentage of sick to the effective force being less than 1
per cent, in General Lee's command and only a trifle over 2 per cent, at
Tampa, Fla., and Mobile, Ala. It is probably about the same at Chicka¬
mauga, Ga., and Falls Church, Va., although absolute figures could not
be obtained at these places because of the inability of corps surgeons to
obtain records from regimental medical officers. From an examination
of regimental books, Colonel Greenleaf satisfied himself that the rate of
sickness was not much greater than in regular army commands. The dis-
 eases were generally those of the digestive apparatus, due to change of
habits and unavoidable errors of diet and cooking incident to this early
stage of the field service. There were also a few cases of pneumonia and
typnoid fever, measles and mumps. Infectious cases were promptly iso¬
lated and measures were taken to prevent the spread of the disease. The
advantage of caring for those who are seriously ill in general hospitals
rather than in the field hospitals, is very manifest. The Surgeon-Generalhas established general hospitals at the McPherson Barracks, Atlanta,
 Ga., to receive the sick from Tampa, Mobile and Chickamauga, and at
Fort Myer, Va., for the care of serious cases from ('amp Alger, Falls
Church, Va. In addition to these there is the Leiter Hospital, capable of
accommodating 400 oriäOO patients, adjacent to the grounds at Chicka¬
mauga. The transfer of sick between the camps on the southern coast
and these hospitals is effected by the hospital train of ten tourist sleep¬
ers, one dining and one dispensary car, Major Charles Richard, U. 3.
Army, in charge.

IfouutN for the Hospital Corps.—An order issued from Head¬
quarters of the Army, June 22,1898, specifies the allowance of horses for
mounts, wheel transportation, ten tage, etc., for the Medical Depart¬
ment ot the Army in the field :

To each regiment of infantry.
To each artillery battalion (3 light bat
teries).

To each cavalry regiment .......
To each corps headquarters.
To each division headquarters ....

To «ach brigade headquarters.
To each division ambulance company.
To each corps reserve ambulance com¬

pany.
To each division field hospital

.

.

.
To each corps reserve hospital

. .

Hospitalstewards.
Acting

hospital
stewards.

1
2
2
1
1

12

12
6
ti

Wheel transportation.—One ambulance to 400 men of the effective force.
One 4-horse wagon to 600 men of the effective force. One 4-horse wagon
to each brigade.

Tentage.—Yor each ambulance company: 17 common tents for pri¬
vates; 2 common tents for noncommissioned officers. For each divi¬
sion field hospital: 15 common tents for privates; 2 common tents for
noncommissioned officers ; 1 common tent for supplies. Hospital tents
on a basis of 6 patients (beds) to each tent. Hand litters, with slings,
to he furnished by the Quartermaster's Department: 1 for each com¬
pany; 2 for each ambulance.

Redimentati Bands as »n Ambulance Corps.—The Assistant
Adjutant General, U. S. forces, has issued orders to the following effect,
that all members of regimental bands will be instructed in hospital drill
and as much of first aid to the injured as is practicable under existing
-circumstances. To this end all musicians "will hereafter report toa
medical officer attached to the regiment to which the band belongs for
one hour each day for instructions until they are pronounced qualified
by the medical officer who instructs them. This arrangement will add
largely to the numerical force and efficiency of first-aid bearers upon

-the battlefield. Men will be needed who know how to handle a wounded
man so as to place him with care and expedition upon a litter and trans¬
port him smoothly and without jolt to the first dressing station or to the
ambulance. Practically, therefore, the instruction that band members
are receiving consists of exercises in the manual of the* litter, viz.,
marchings with the litter, as litter squads composing a detachment so
as to mobilize at a given point; searching for the wounded by scatter¬
ing the several squads undercharge of their respective squad leaders;
the proper loading of the litters with the wounded, and their easy con¬
voy to some designated spot, and the placing of the loaded litters in
ambulances.

The Outfit of an V. S. Infantryman in active service con¬
sists of the following: Two blankets, 10 pounds; one rubber poncho, 2
pounds; one-half shelter tent, 2 pounds; one overcoat, 6 pounds; one
pair shoes, 2 pounds; one cake soap, 3.5 ounces; one pair trousers, 3
pounds; one shirt, 1 pound; one shirt, 1 pound; one pair drawers, 14.54
ounces ; one pair socks, 3.45 ounces ; one towel,2.4 ounces ; one blanket bag,

-2 pounds; haversack and rations, 9 pounds; rifle, bayonet, field belt,scabbard, 12.5 pounds; canteen filled and cup, 4.5 pounds: ammunition,
100 rounds, 6 pounds; total, 64.5 pounds. This does not include the
weight of the clothing and incidentals, as pocket-knife, pipe, tobacco,
money, etc., which would make the total nearer seventy pounds. But
by a recent order from provisional headquarters, at Chickamauga, the
men in the ranks are to be somewhat relieved. The knapsack, tent,
blanket, overcoat, canvas suit, change of underclothing, soap and
towels are to be carried on a wagon, two of which will be furnished to
«ach company. This will leave some forty-seven pounds, enough of a
burden under the tropical sun, where every pound pulls down with
 double the force of its actual weight.

Army Chauffes. Official List of Changes in the Stations and duties
of officers serving in the Medical Department, U. 8. Army, from
June 18 to 24,1898.

Major Junius S. Powell, Surgeon, will proceed from Ft. Riley, Kan., to
Mobile, Ala., and report in person to Brigadier General William C.
Oates, U. S. Vols., Fourth Army Corps, for duty as chief Surgeon on
his staff.

Acting Asst. Surgeon Wvlle G. Woodruff, U. S.  ., will proceed from Law¬
rence to Ft. Riley, Kan., and report in person to the commanding
officer of that post for duty.

Acting Asst. Surgeon John R. Devereux, U. S.  ., will proceed from
Washington, D. C, to Chickamauga, Ga., and report to Major E. C.
Carter, brigade surgeon U. S. Vols., in charge of Leiter general hos¬
pital, for duty.

Capt. Jefferson K. Kean, Asst. Surgeon U. S.  ., ordered to Jacksonville,
Fla., to report to Major General Fitzhugh Lee.U. S. Vols..command¬
ing Seventh Army Corps, for duty.

Capt. Peter R. Egan, Asst. Surgeon U.S. A. ordered to Tampa, Fla., to
report to Major General John J. Coppinger, U.S. Vols.,commanding
Fourth Army Corps.

Capt. Henry R. Stiles, Asst. Surgeon T. S.  .. having reported in person
to the Surgeon-General of the Army, will report in 'person to Major
Charles Richard, surgeon in charge of hospital train, for duty.

Capt. John S. Kulp. Asst. Surgeon U. S.  ., ordered to Camp George H.
Thomas, Chickamauga National Park, Ga., and will report to MajorGeneral James F. Wade, U. S. Vols., commanding Third Army Corps,for duty.

Major Charles Richard, Surgeon U. S.  ., having reported Jin person
to the Surgeon-General of the Army is assigned to duty in charge of
the hospital traiu.

A board of officers to consist of Col. Charles C. Byrne, Asst. Surgeon-
General ; Major James P. Kimmall, Surgeon, and Major John D.
Hall, Surgeon, is appointed to meet at Governor's Island, New York
City, for the examination of such officers of the Medical Department
as may be ordered before it, to determine their fitness for promotion.

Capt. William C. Gorgas, Asst. Surgeon, ordered to report to the presi¬dent of the examining board, New York City, for examination for
promotion.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

Adams, S. S., from Washington, D. C, to Mfr. Lake Park, Md.
Bannister,  . M., from Oak Park to Evauston, 111.
Bubna, C. W., from 10O Croton St. to 667 Quincy. Cleveland, Ohio.
Crudup, C. P., from Omaha, Neb., to Ryan, Ind. Ter.
Campbell, C. H., from Clarke to, Osceola, Neb.
Chapman, W. S., from Gluch. Colo., to San Carlos, Ariz. Ter.
Chamberlin, W.  ., from Rochester to Waseca, Minn.
Frost, C.  ., from Chicago, 111., to Almond. Wie.
Hillard, W., from California Bidg. to Box 742, Denver, Colo.
Hertel, L. L., from 233 22nd to 2212 Dearborn St., Chicago, 111.
Ieham, I. D., from 2441 Wabash Ave. to Chicago Beach Hotel, Chicago.
Jackson, E.. from Philadelphia, Pa., to McPhee Bidg., Denver, Colo.
Lundgren, C. E., irom 455 Pacific St. to 58 Norman Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.
Martin, A. R., from 467 Milwaukee to 732 N. Hoyne Ave., Chicago, 111.
Reamy,  .  ., from Cincinnati to Stockton, Ohio.
Storie, J. G.. from Shell Creek, Tenn.. to Elk Park, N. C.
Searles, L. M., from Omaha, Neb., to Box 423, Kansas City, Mo.
Shattuck E. C, from 35 Myrtle St. to 614 Tremont St., Boston, Mass.
Wagner, T. H., from Chicago to Silver Cross Hospital, Joliet, 111.
Wray, W. E., from Waupun, Wis., to Jacksonville, Fla.
Weaver,  .  ., from Dayton, to Blachleyville, Ohio.

LETTERS RECEIVED.

American Sports Pub. Co., New York,  . Y.
Brown, R. W., Glenwood, Wis.; Bischoff, C, & Co., New York,  . Y.;

Blincoe, A. G., Bardstown, Ky. ; Brown, J. E., Columbus, Ohio; Bondur-
ant, E. D., Mobile, Ala.; Braden, J. Marshall, Well Spring, Tenn.; Bro-
phy, Truman W., Chicago, 111.: Bateson, J. C, Scranton, Pa.; Burwell,W.M.. Willis, Va.: Betz, F. S„ & Co., Chicago, 111.: Bischoff, C, & Co.,
New York, N. Y. ; Bubna, C. W., Cleveland. Ohio; Bevan, A. D., Chicago.

Carlaw, C. M., Minneapolis, Minn.: Canton Surgical and Dental Chair
Co.. Canton, Ohio; Campbell. A. M., Haslett Park. Mich.; Crandall,
F. M., New York, N. Y.; Care, J. R„ Worcester, Pa.; Cole, C. K., Helena,
Mont.

Dios Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.; Davis.  , B., Prescott, Ariz.; Doug¬
las, Wm. A. H., Mt. Clinton, Va. ; Dumm, J. M., Mackeyville, Pa.; David,
E. L., Louisville, Ky.

Engleman, Rosa, Chicago, 111.; Eagleson, J.B., Seattle, Wash.
Fite,  . W., Resaca, Ga.; Ford, Ward R., Omaha, Neb.; Fuller's, C. H.,

Adv. Agency, Chicago, 111. ; French, Pinckney, St. Louis, Mo.
Garber, J. B., Dunkirk, Ind. ; Grant, Thos., North Bend, Neb.
Howard, E. F., Vicksburg, Miss.; Herrick, A. B., Santa Rosa,Cal.; Har¬

ris, E. E., New York, N. Y.: Hatch, Theo. L., Owatonna, Minn.; Heid-
Ingsfeld, M. L., Cincinnati, Ohio; Huston Bros.. Chicago,111. ; Hall. J. N.,
Denver, Colo.; Hyndman, J. G.} Cincinnati, Ohio : Hektoen, L., Chicago,
111.; Herrick, J. D.,Chicago, 111.; Hartman, F.T., Waterloo, Iowa; Howe,
 . E., Omaha, Neb.

Imperial Granum Co., New Haven, Conn.
Johnston, G. W., Washington, D. C; Johnson, H. L. E., Washington,

D. C.
Keasby & Matteson Co.. Ambler, Pa.; Kinneman, J. G., Goodland.

Ind.; Kremar, V., St. Louis, Mo.
Leal, Maurice T., City of Mexico, Mex.
McCord, F. C, Jacksonville, Fla. ; Macmillan Company, The, New

York, N. Y. ; McKesson & Robbins, New York, N, Y.; Mitchell, H.. Buf¬
falo, N. Y.; Mattison, F. CE., Pasadena. Cal.; Mills. H. B., Philadel¬
phia, Pa. : Miller, W. G., New Castle. Pa.; Mead, Ella O., Greeley, Colo.;
Medical Examiner, New York, N. Y. : Mercer, Alfred, Syracuse, N. Y. ;
Murray, M., Baltimore, Md.; Miel, G. W., Denver, Colo.

Norwich Pharmacal Co., Norwich, N. Y. ; New York Polyclinic, New
York. N. Y.

Pick, Albert, Brockton. Mass. ; Priestman, J. L., Neponset, 111.; Phe-
nique Chemical Co., (2) St. Louis, Mo.

Rutherford, Frances  ., Grand Rapids, Mich.; Randall,  .  ., Phila¬
delphia. Pa. ; Relk, H. O., Baltimore, Md.

Schieffelin & Co., New York,  . Y.; Street, David, Baltimore, Md.;
Smith, J. Whttefield, Bloomington, 111.; Straw, E. E., Rural Retreat, Va.;
Smart. Charles, Washington, D. C; Steele, D. A. K., Chicago, 111.; Sea¬
man, Frank, New York, N. Y. ; Smith, J. T., Baltimore, Md. ; Sloan, M. G„
Dexter, 111.; Snoke, W. A. Des Moines, Iowa.

Tarrant & Co., New York,  . Y.
Veit & Co., Leipzig. Germany; Voje. J. H., Ocouomowoc. Wis.
Wall & Ochs, Philadelphia, Pa.; Wächter, M. M., Axtell, Kan.; Wall-

ling, P.  ., Park Rapids, Minn.; Whitaore, H. J.. Cincinnati, Ohio; Wol-
dert,  .  ., Philadelphia, Pa.; Walker, O. D., Keokuk, Iowa; Williams,
W. M., Chicago, 111.
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